THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DIVINE MOTHER

follows the Vedantic tradition which leans
entirely on the Isliwara aspect of the Divine
and speaks little of the Divine Mother because
its object is to draw back from world-nature
and arrive at the supreme realisation beyond
it; the Tantric tradition leans on the Shakti
or Ishwari aspect and makes all depend on
the Divine Mother because its object is to
possess and dominate the world-nature and
arrive at the supreme realisation through it.
This Yoga insists on both the aspects; the
surrender to the Divine Mother is essential,
for without it there is no fulfilment of the
object of the Yoga.

In regard to the Purushottama the Divine
Mother is the supreme divine Consciousness
and Power above the worlds, Adya Shakti;

she carries the Supreme in herself and mani-
fests the Divine in the worlds through the
Akshara and Kshara. In regard to the
Akshara she is the same Para^ Shakti holding the
Purusha immobile in herself and also herself
immobile in him at the back of all creation. In
regard to the Kshara she is the mobile cosmic
Energy manifesting all beings and forces.
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